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SUMMARY

Greece 15 one of the EU countries that possess
substantial mineral wealth consisting of a variety
of minerals and ores with a large industnal inter-
est. The high quality and the many Specialized uses
of minerals available in Greece In comparison with
other EU countries and internationally, provides
significant comparative advantages to the economy
of the country. The mining industry has a strong
outward-looking character, Since exports account
for more than 659 of national sales, and holds lead-
ing positions in the global market. Today, mining
companies are well organized and hold significant
market shares in products such as bauxite, alumina,
aluminum. nickel, caustic calcined magnesite, raw
magnesite, pumice, Silica and marble.

Greece 15 a major global supplier of several
key industrial minerals. notably bentonite, magne-
site. and perlite. The country’s position as a lead-
ing producer of these minerals 15 well established.
Greece 15 the only producing country of huntite, the
leading global supplier of perlite, the Second in the
production of pumice and bentonite, and the first
in the export of magnesium compounds within the
EU. Greece 15 also the second largest producer in
the EU, and the fifth largest worldwide, of lignite
(brown coal), which 15 Greece's only significant fos-
sil fuel resource used for the country’s power gen-
eration. Moreover, Greece has significant deposits
of clay, limestone, shale, gypsum. kaolin, mixed sul-
phide ores (lead. zinc). olivine, pozzolan, quartZ efe.
Finally. there are significant mineral deposits which
have nol yet been exploited, or where exploitation
has temporarily ceased (Such as manganese, chr-
omite. uranium. gold. oil. emery, salt ete.), as well as
major geothermal energy potential suitable either
for power generation or for various thermal appli-
cations.

The Greek mining/metallurgical industry consti-
tutes an important sector of the economic activity of
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our country (it constitutes 3-5% of the GDP, with the
inclusion of interrelated enterprises Such as quarry-
ing, processing and production of intermediate and
final products) and supplies essential raw materials
for primary industries such as cement, production
of energy, non-ferrous metals (aluminum, nickel,
ete), the industry of stainless steel ete. The estimat-
ed sales of Greece concerning mineral industry and
basic metallurgies, totals almost €2.5 billion, while
approximately 20-23 thousand employees are em-
ployed in the sector (in mines. quarries, and the two
basic extractive metallurgics of the country) and
more than 90 thousand are employed in jobs de-
pendent upon or associated with it. Moreover. the
industry provides a major source of employment in
the country. and because. as a rule, the processing
of theSe raw materials takes place in the region in
which they are excavated, the industry also contnb-
ute considerably to coveted regional growth.

Soon, after a period of possibly two years of re-
cession, and despite Significant losSes, the raw ma-
tenals field will come again to the forefront. How-
ever. the challenges for sustainable management.
quality, safety and environmental protection con-
stitute the most significant challenges and also the
most pressing needs of this era — deeply influencing
not only the development of the mining industry,
but also its traditional character of many centuries
and finally its very existence. My point 15 that we
should address the challenges of the era by promot-
ing policie$ and practices which combine social and
economic growth with the environmental protec-
tion. and employ new materials, new technologies
and new processes that are friendlier to the citizens
and the environment.

Production data and best available estimates for
variou$ mineral commodities produced in Greece
in the years 2007 and 2008 are listed in the follow-
ing Table.



GREECE: FPRODUCTION OF MINERAL COMMODITIES
METALS, INDUSTRIAL MINERALS, MINERAL FUELS AND RELATED MATERIALS

COMMODITY' PRODUCTION Quantity in Metric tons unless otherwise
specified
2007 2003
Bauzte 2.093.433 2.174.000
Alumina, caleined (Al:O4) T61.746 T7L.769
Aluminium pnmary (electrolysis) 167.937 162.339
Mized sulphude ore 208.724 264.299
Galena PbS (metric tons of concentrates) 22.407 23.314
Ag content (Kg) NA NA
Zinc blend, Zn5 (metric tons of concentrates) 30.729 46,532
Nickeliferrous ores (latentes) 2.367.000 22601637
Ferronickel: Ni content of ferronickel 15.668 16.640
Magnesite, crude 399.475 455.069
Dead-burned magnesia 41.961 48.719
Caustic-calcined magnesSia 71032 T0.545
Basic monolithic refractonies 3L.42 35.617
Asbestos fibres 0 0
Bentomte, crude L3872 800 L.500.000
Attapulgite 7.000 25.000
Huntite, crude 16.370 19.600
Fozzolan, Santorin earth 1.520.000 L.059.000
Eaolin, crude 0,000 4.360
Perlite, crude 1.100.000 L.000.000
FPerlite, treated 60,000 B00.000
Pumice 838.000 828.000
Silica (S10:) 125.000 64,521
Gypsum and anhydnte, crude 836,967 830.000
Baryte crude ore 0 0
Amphibolite 57.367 57.500
Feldspar 95.000 62.000
CO, [hgud] 12.500 12.200
Tale and steatite, crude 200 NA
Lignite, in thousand metnc tons 66.100 64,521
Crude oil, in barrels 375.413 477.679
Natural gas, in Nm® 21221053 14.055.056
Salt, sea salt 212.000 220.000°
Sulphur, by-product of oil & gas NA MNA
Mineral Aggregates (Sand, gravel, crushed stones . .
ete.), in thousand metric tons H0.006F 8300
Marble, in cubic meters 165.276 160.000

! In addition fo the commedities listed, oiher crods sonsiruclion matsrials ars produced, but available information,
i5 inndequals to mnke reliable estimates of culpuat.
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Manusenpt received from: Ieprthofin eprpoootog:
- the authors on - CUDLN] TUTO TowS Ounrypnupels oTg

- the Review Committes on - wehar amd Ty Kpuerioer] Empony omig



